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What issues must we tackle to move Idaho schools up from “48th place”? 
 
Education Week published Education Counts 2018 in January that attempted to rank the 50 state education systems using 
21 indicators.  These 21 indicators are listed below in edited form (the indicators are described more fully in the Education 
Week article identified in the URL at the bottom of the page). The grouping of the 21 indicators differs from that in the 
Education Week article.  As you read through the 21 indicators used to rank the states, think about who in Idaho should 
take the lead in tackling the issue addressed by the indicator, if anybody. 
 
THE IDAHOANS, CHILDREN AND ADULTS 
 
1. Percent of dependent children (under 18 years of age) who live in above-low-income families. 
2. Percent of dependent children with at least one parent who holds a two- or four-year postsecondary degree. 
3. Percent of dependent children with at least one parent who is steadily employed, defined as working full time 
4. Percent of dependent children whose parents are fluent speakers of English. 
5. Percent of young adults (ages 18 to 24) who are currently enrolled in a postsecondary education program or have 

already earned a postsecondary credential. 
6. Percent of adults (ages 25 to 64) who have earned a postsecondary degree. 
7. Percent of adults (ages 25 to 64) whose annual personal income reaches or exceeds the national median. 
8. Percent of adults (ages 25 to 64) who are steadily employed, defined as working full time. 
 
THE TAX DOLLARS 
 
1. The degree to which schools indicate that wealthier districts have higher revenue levels. 
2. The ratio of the total amount spent on pupils below the median to the amount that would be needed to raise all 

students to the median per-pupil expenditure in the state.  
3. The level of variability in funding across school districts in a state.  
4. The difference between spending levels for the districts serving students at the 5th and 95th percentiles of the per-

pupil-expenditure distribution.  
5. Average statewide per-student spending,  
6. Percent of students in districts with per-pupil expenditures at or above U.S. Average. 
7. State spending according to the percent of students served by districts spending at or above the national average as 

well as the degree to which lower-spending districts fall short of that national benchmark.  
8. The share of state resources spent on K-12 education.  
 
THE SCHOOLS 
 
1. Percent of 3- and 4-year-olds who are attending preschool. [This could have been called also a “tax dollar issue.”] 
2. Percent of eligible children attending public or private kindergarten programs. 
3. Percent of public high school students who graduated on time with a standard diploma. 
4. Percent of 4th graders in public schools who scored “proficient” (an “A” performance) in reading on the State NAEP 

assessment.  
5. Percent of 8th graders in public schools who scored “proficient” (an “A” performance) in mathematics on the State 

NAEP assessment. 
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